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Watch Out For Pride! 
 

The pursuit of status (or honor) can 
make us prideful and envious, leading 
us to constantly compare ourselves 
with others’ accomplishments. We 
should aim to live humbly. 

Living humbly does not mean that we 
have to shun success, never accept 
praise, or embrace an unpleasant life. 
Rather, it means living a life that 
recognizes God’s glory more than our 
own. 

Scripture to Read… 
 Proverbs 11:2; 16:18 
 Matthew 5:10; 6:33 
 Luke 17:7-10 

Catechism References to Read… 
 CCC 2094 
 CCC 2113 
 CCC 2540 

Key Terms to Know… 
 Envy: Anger toward another over 

the goodness they possess due to 
the perception that it means 
lessening one’s own goodness. 

 Humility: The moral virtue that 
keeps a person from reaching 
beyond themselves. It is the virtue 
that restrains the unruly desire for 
personal greatness and leads 
people to an orderly love of 
themselves based on a genuine 
appreciation of their position with 
respect to God and their neighbors. 

 Pride: Excessive love of one’s own 
ability. 

Remember… 
Jesus fully embodied what it was like 
to be stripped of all earthly honor 
when He was put on trial, mocked and 
crucified. 

STATUS – Pursuit of Recognition 
 

 
 

       Status, also known as honor, rounds 
out the last of the four substitutes for 
God, as given by St. Thomas Aquinas. 
We’ve already looked at wealth, power, 
and pleasure. The pursuit of status/honor 
(or being regarded with great respect) 
has a proper place within the context of 
our lives. However, if we’re not careful, it 
can lead to us becoming prideful and 
envious. Keep in mind Aesop’s fable of “The Oak and the Reeds.” The oak tree 
prided himself on being so much taller and stronger than the reeds, but when 
faced with the force of a strong storm… his strength could not save him. 
 
       Status comes in many different forms. For example, we pride ourselves on 
being our team’s most athletic member, first chair, second chair, or captain. 
Perhaps we want to be known as the most intelligent or popular. Maybe we 
view our status as something that results from the number of views and likes 
our posts receive on Instagram or TikTok. Becoming the best at something, no 
matter what it may be, takes an incredible amount of time and effort, which is 
respectable and praiseworthy. However, we must never allow ourselves to slip 
into the trap of comparing ourselves with others and their accomplishments 
because that is when pride and envy begin to creep into our lives. 
 

 

Humility is not thinking less of yourself, but thinking of yourself less. 
 

 
       Naturally, when striving to achieve something, we look for examples of 
others that have gone before us to learn from their success (or failure). Great 
scientists study the work of past scientists. Aspiring athletes look to the 
G.O.A.T.s (greatest of all time) to learn how the greats play the game. Learning 
from others is how we get better at something, but we must also be mindful of 
our learning mentality. The mentality of “I want to learn more so that I am 
better equipped” is commendable. Still, if we slip into “I will never stop until I 
become the best and most recognized,” we have become prideful and are left 
with two unfortunate ways of viewing our peers: (1) as competition to be 
overcome – which leads to the envy of their abilities – or, (2) as “inferior.” 
Neither of these perspectives is how we are called to see others. We are called 
to see and interact with our brothers and sisters in Christ the same way He did, 
with compassion and love. Compassion and love are not compatible with 
pride. We can only approach others with compassion and love if we do so with 
a humble disposition. (CCC 2540) 
 
       Humility is something that many people struggle with, not only in showing 
humility but in truly understanding what it is. Remember, humility is not 
thinking less of yourself, but thinking of yourself less! 


